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Makmg sense of rezoning
By Jennie Mlller 3 m
C & G Staff Writer

FERNDALE — The people have not yet spoken.

Rezoning is still on the table as the Femdale Plan Commission hosted an informational
hearing Nov. 16 at Kennedy Middle School to help make sense of the proposed plans.

But comments were not officially taken from residents at the meeting, a task that is being
reserved for the next hearing that was scheduled for Nov. 21 at 6:30 p.m. at Ferndale High
School.

“This meeting is just for you — the residents,” said Phil Poole, vice chair of the Plan
Commission. “I’m sure this will be very helpful to us as we continue.”

The meeting was led with a presentation by Tom Dabareiner of LSL Planning, who
explained the details and purposes of planning and creating zoning within a municipality.

“We really work hard to preserve the quality of life in a community, but it’s a balancing
act,” Dabareiner said. “We try to chart a course to reach our goals in a cost efficient manner
with the public interest in mind.”

Goals for a city like Ferndale include increasing the tax revenue, expanding the
employment and tax base, protecting the character of the area, ensuring compatibility with
surrounding cities, offering a range of housing opportunities and choices, encouraging smart
growth, creating a more walkable environment, and fostering an attractive community,
Dabareiner said.

City Councilman and Plan Commission member Scott Galloway did a run-through of the
proposed changes to the zoning ordinance and addressed many of the residents’ concerns.

“It’s a grueling process to get this to where we are today and we’re not finished yet,”

#Galloway said; pointing out that the commission welcomes feedback from the public and is
thankful for the information they’ve already received.

“We recognize that there are problems and it’s unfair,” he said in regards to some of the
initial changes proposed. “We’ve heard (the residents) loud and clear.”

Residents were initially up in arms regarding proposed changes that would furn some of
the city’s single-family homes into a multi-family residential district, and others along
Woodward into a parking district.

“It could create a lot of hardship and it will be reconsidered,” Galloway said;sbut those
changes won’t be reflected in the draft until the Plan Commission meets again in December
to formulate a new plan and make recommendations to the City Council.

Following the informational meeting, members of the Plan Commission met individually
with residents in an unofficial capacity. Concerns and sentiments were to be recorded at the
scheduled public hearing Nov. 21.

You can reach Jennie Miller at jmiller@candgnews.com

Email this story
Printer-friendly version

Copyright © 2006 C&G Publishing

Page 1 of 1

Ads by Google

Royal Oak Michigan
Homes

Find Over 19,100 Homes
for Sale! Large Photos,

Virtual Tours & Maps
RoyalQak.Mi.mis-search_us

Limousines Royal Oak
Travel in comfort. Find

local limousine service

phone numbers.
www localbiznow.com

Soccer Team Website
Easily Build a Profession:
Website For Your Team.

Create Your Site Now
eteamz.active.com

Free Soccer Jersey
Shew Your Country Spirit
With A New Mexico

Soccer Jersey. Act Now!
Sporis-Offer.com

Looking For a College?
Compare to Oakland
Comm. College Request

free information today!
www.DirectDegree.com

Advertise on this site

Advertiser Times » Birmingham-Bloomfield Eagle  Eagtsider » Fraser-Clinton Chronicle = Grosse Peinte Times » Journal

Macomb Chronicle Madison-Park News + Rochester Post « Royal Oak Review e St. Clair Shores Sentinel

Shelby-Utica News

Southfield Sun « Sterling Heights Senkry « Troy Times « Warren Weekly » West Bioomfield Beacon » Woodward Talk

http://www.woodwardtalk.com,..cws_item.asp?p=2005\november\23\taln .zoning.html]

9/27/2006



